
800 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

800.1 The purpose of the specifications set forth in this chapter is to establish minimum standards for 
the containerization of solid waste (refuse), and thereby promote the health, safety and welfare of 
the people of the District of Columbia, as well as enhance and improve the quality of the 
environment. 

800.2 The specifications set forth in this chapter shall apply to all of the containerization of solid waste 
(refuse) within the District of Columbia except containers used by residential property owners 
whose solid waste is collected by the District of Columbia government. 

800.3 All paper bags (wet strength Kraft paper), plastic bags (polyethylene or ethylene copolymer 
resin), thermoplastic containers, galvanized metal cans, and other specially designed containers 
distributed, sold, and used for the containment of solid waste (refuse) within the District shall 
conform to specifications prescribed in this chapter. 

800.4 Prior to granting the approval for the distribution, sale, or use of any bags, containers, or other 
specially designed containers for the containment of solid waste (refuse) in the District, the 
Director of the Department of Public Works (hereafter referred to as the "Director") may conduct, 
or order the manufacturer or distributor of the product(s) to conduct, the necessary laboratory 
tests to determine whether the product(s) is (are) in conformity with the specifications prescribed 
in this chapter. 

800.5 A permit shall be issued to applicants (manufacturers or distributors only) who have complied 
with the applicable requirements of the specifications set forth in this chapter. The permit shall be 
non-transferrable and shall be exclusive property of the applicant. 

800.6 The Director may conduct or order the manufacturer or distributor of any container displaying the 
official logo or printed statement of approval (as prescribed in the specifications set forth in this 
chapter) to conduct, in an independent testing laboratory selected by the Director, any tests which 
are necessary to determine whether the container is in conformity with the provisions of the 
specifications. 

800.7 The expenses for all tests shall be borne by the manufacturer or distributor. 

800.8 The Director may require the appearance for testing purposes of any manufacturer, distributor, 
retailer, or user of any container displaying the official logo or printed statement of approval. 

800.9 - 800.25 [Reserved] 

800.26 Any person who fails to comply with any provision of Chapter 8 shall, upon conviction, be 
punished by the fines set forth in Title 24 DCMR, Chapter 13 (Civil Fines Under D.C. Law 6-
100). 
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